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~ Recognit ion at last for 112-year-old artist and his visions of Alabama 

The Independent einploys over 100 journalists around the ioorld to bring 
you neivs you can trust. To support truly independentjournalistn, please 
consider niaking a contribution or taking a subscription. 

It has taken a \Nhile, but the art \,vorld in the linited States is starting to 
notice Frank Callovvay. A 1nuralist \.Vho toils daily \Vith felt pens and 
crayons over scrolls of butcher's paper, he has a perspective that by any 
standard is unique. His \.Vork, in fact, is a kind of archaeology. an 
exploration of an An1erica long vanished. 

Any investigation of the life of Calloway hin1self also adds intrigue to 
appreciation of his \,vorks. He has lived since 1952 in a variety of state 
n1ental hospitals in his native Alaba1na. That's half of his lifethne. And 
therein is the other astonishing detail. Yes, you have done the su111s right 
- CallO\\ray is 112 years old. 

"He dravvs all day long except for the ti111e that he spends in activity and 
eating his 1neals." reports Nedra l\iloncrief-Craig, director of the Alice IVI 
Kidd Nursing Facility in Tuscaloosa. "That's what he loves to do." 

Vividly coloured and son1etin1es bordered by strings of nu111bers, the 
n1urals have a childlike quality that has captivated son1e adn1irers. They 
offer a glin1pse back to the agrarian Deep South that Calloway re111en1bers 
fro1n the days of his youth in the early 20th century. He conjures 
\•Vheezing stea111 tractors, old-fashioned cranes and far1n ani1nals being 
loaded into \Nagons. For years, Callo\vay would give his creations a\vay, to 
friends and nursing staff. Or he ¼'Otild sell then1 for a token $50. Recently, 
hovvever, adn1inistrators began to wonder if \\rhat he was painting had a 
1uuch greater value, perhaps thousands of dollars each. Since 2006, his 
\\rorks have been entrusted to a guardian, Zondra Taylor Hutto, a local 
la,vyer. 

l\!Iuseu111s and galleries are 1nea11¼1hile beginning to sit up and take note. 
First there was the Kentuck l'vluseun1 of Northport, Alaba111a, which 
exhibited a fe,,v Callo\.vay pieces t,\ro years ago. Ho\vever, in a n1uch 111ore 
significant 111ilestone, the A111erican Visionary Art Museu111 in Balti111ore is 
planning a 111ajor exhibition of its O\Nn this autu111n featuring 18 Callo\~ray 
scrolls, s0111e of \vhich are 30ft long. 

Calloway has been invited to attend the exhibition's opening and at the 
n10111ent he intends to go. It \Viii be his first tin1e on an aeroplane and, as 
far anyone can kno\v, his first trip beyond the borders of A1aba111a. 

Details of his past are sketchy. He knows he was born on 2 July 1896 but 
has no living fai11i ly. He left school while still s111all, playing at hon1e as a 
"little bitty. little boy" and later taking physical jobs fro1n far111ing to laying 
raih~ray tracks, cutting lu111ber and assisting a blacksn1ith. The drawing 
habit began early. "I couldn't get tin1e to go to school 1nuch," he said in a 
recent intervievv \\rith the Associated Press. ''A school teacher put 111e to 
dra\\7ing a long tin1e ago, drawing pictures." The law forbids his doctors 
fron1 revealing too 111uch of his 111edical history, but it appears Calloway 
\•Vas diagnosed 111any years ago with schizophrenia. There is no little pride 
at the hospital \~1here he lives about his talent. "Most people see his age;' 
said lVIs Moncrief-Craig. "You kno\v, what I see is his ability, the beauty 
that he actually puts on paper, that con1es out of hin1 and his n1ind." 

Rebecca Hoffberger, director of the Visionary 111useun1 in Baltin1ore, 111et 
Callo\vay for the first tin1e this year. "I was dazzled by his choice of 
colour," she said. "Also. there's a rhythn1 to it, 111aybe dictated by the long 
sheets of paper he works on, that 111akes it see111 like he's just going on and 
on, recording the 111en1ories of his life:• Ms Hoffberger \\ras also intrigued 
by Calloway's fascination with nu111bers. Aside fro1n the nun1erals that 
son1etin1es border his pictures, he has other notebooks filled \Nith then1. 
And so111etin1es. she says. he \\7ill pause in 111id conversation to cite the 
n1ultiplication tables. But it is the vivid in1agery of the works and the 
\,vide-open face of the painter that convinced her that he was worth 
showcasing back in Baltin1ore. "There's a presence \Vith hin1, 1'111 telling 
you, that feels angelic," she concludes. 

It's a thrill:ing tin1e for Ms Hutto too, as he gains a far greater audience. 
"His art overcon1es boundaries;• she said. "People 111ay say, '\\Tell, he's a 
folk artist. I don't like folk art'. But if you ever 111eet hin1. there is such life 
in \<Vhat he creates, and you can't look at one of his paintings \<Vithout 
seeing that sn1ile, without seeing that gentle 111an." 

The ,vorld's oldest ... 

Blogger 

When Olive Riley got to the age of 107 she decided to look around for a 
new hobby, and wanted to try so111ething a bit different. Encouraged by a 
friend, the great-great-grand1nother fron1 Australia becan1e a blogger, 
posting n1ore than 70 entries until her death this n1onth, aged 108. Her 
"blob", as she took to calling it, often consisted of tales of her life, and 
covered the Great Depression and two \<Vorld wars. 

Marathon runner 

Last April Buster Martin con1pleted the London l\llarathon in just under 
10 hours, clai111ing that at 101, he \•Vas the oldest ever runner to con1plete 
the distance. Guinness \Vorld Records has so far refused to recognise the 
feat, citing his failure to produce a birth certificate a111id reports that he 
was only 94. Martin. who says he now has a passport confir111ing his age. 
also clain1s he drank seven pints of ale during the race. 

Parachute jumper 

When friends at his local football club in Australia dared Frank Moody to 
jun1p out of a plane, they thought l\ilr l\lloody was old enough to kno\v 
better. However Mr l\iloody, aged 101, decided to take up the challenge. 
and in 2004 he 111ade the 3,000-n1etre ju1np in tanden1. Mr Moody, \\rho 
beat the previous record holder by seven years, celebrated by retu111ing to 
the club for a pint of Guinness. 
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