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USE OLD CDS TO SAVE GARDEN

Have you been getting a lot of
CDs for online service In the
mail? And have you been tossing
them?

Not so fast. There is something
useful you can do with all those
free CDs. They can save plants
and trees, fruit and vegetables.

Instead of tossing the CDs out,
drill a hole In the edge of each
and thread thin wire, twine or
dental floss through the hole.
Then hang them on your fruit
trees. The silvery, flashy surface
will scare birds away.

You can protect low-lying fruit
plants and vegetable gardens,
too, by hanging these digital
scarecrows on coat hangers
(bent Into hooks) and sticking
them in the ground.

Got pesky birds? Small critters
that nibble? The answer, my
friend, s blowing i the wind.

ZAP CARPET CRITTERS

When clean just Isn't clean
enough, there's the Halo UVX
Ultraviolet Vacuurn.

The vacuum cleaner has a light
bulb on the underside that emits.
UVC radiation Io eum;naxe aller-
gens such as nd
mold, as well as Ilce. fleas and
germs that can live in carpet.
UVC light ~ the Kind used to dis-
infect drinking water and medical
equipment - works by destroying
the ability of insects and
microorganisms to reproduce,
the company says.

Because ultraviolet rays can
harm the eyes, the machine s
designed to direct reflected light
downward. Sensors on the
wheels shut the light off if the
machine is tipped.

The vacuum cleaner's other
features include HEPA filtration,
a telescoping handle and a gear-
driven system that eliminates
belts

PLANTS WITH ATTITUDE.

Jon Carloftis knows house:
plants. He also knows interior
design:

Combining the two s the focus
of his book “Beyond the
Windowsill: Add Style to Your
Home With the Beauty of Indoor
Plants.”

Carloftls, a New York garden
designer, wants s to stop asso-
clating plants with cluttered win-
dowsills and macrame hangers.
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His book how.
houseplants can enhance a styl-
Ish decor, adding color life and,
yes, flair.

He concentrates on easy-care
plants and includes growing tips.
for his favorites, making the book
2 good resource for beginners.

“Beyond the Windowsill” s
published by Cool Springs Press.
and sells for $24.99 in softcover.
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Elephant ears can help create a troplcal paradlse in your home

By Norman Winter
McClatchy Tribune Nevws Servi
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